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Abstract Gu Yanwu is a great scholar and thinker who lived in the tine when the M ing was changing into the Qing People

adm ire hin from four aspects 1) He was a patriot with his heart tied to the whole country he defined the concepts of a country and a

dynasty and he alvays placed the iterests of the Chinese nation above everything 2) He was litterateur who emphasized the social

practice and perfectly canbined literary canposition and realistic needs 3) He was the quintessence who carried forward the traditional

Chinese leaming and made a great contrbution in the fields of Confucian classic studies philology historic geography and socio-

econam ic history 4) He sought neither fame nor wealth all his lifs and thus his life embodied outstandingly the main qualities of a

genuine scholar whose tireless stuggle brought hin pleasures of living These four dinensions exemplified Gu Yanwu's poetical life

with the connotation of Chinese intellectuals
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