55 43 B 2 ) LIS N S O ([ G U= W S = )) 2024 4 3 H
Vol. 43 , No. 2 Journal of Xihua University (Phllosophy & Social Sciences) Mar. 2024

. %%i'ﬁ;\ .

CEUMIR PR 75 52 )P B AU S IR A 3/ BL e

RT %

WNFE KL FER Wl RA 610066

H E(RMNRWRXFEIARF TAEWFIAEIH, THEETMENGESTLER . AKBIFE
B, EEHN AP ABHEZTE. LB R BEATERASFHESTERE, BT LK Z
KA R TR ZH EHF XS FWEEGPA=A, R E B F DR DLy EF S A T EZR IS
FME LB, XA BAEAR R B R MDA BT, 3 S22 B 5 HER D Bhed F R T 48
MFHEA, ARESNESFZEHTEAR BFARNERAY T (RN RORFEVEATLELD
E 6 S AIA, KA AE® T AR DAL, AR RGN E D3l e) — 5 SR st — % AL B,

KB (RN R K4%); BEF; F; AR #72

FESES: 12424 kPR ERD: A XEHRE: 1672 — 8505(2024)02 — 0050 — 07

doi: 10.12189/j.issn.1672 — 8505.2024.02.007

The Medical Narration in The Four Astonishing Cases of Wu Zetian's Era and the

Transformation of the Detective Fictions in Late Qing Dynasty

ZHOU Yu-hao
School of Chinese Languages and Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610066, China

Abstract: The Four Astonishing Cases of Wu Zetian's Era is a detective fiction written in the early years of the Guangxu era of
Qing dynasty. Influenced by Western medicine's emphasis on objective examination and anatomical knowledge, the author intricately
wove numerous medical descriptions into the narrative, such as Di Renjie disguising himself as a physician to investigate cases, direct-
ing autopsies, and treating patients involved in cases. Through these depictions, the author endowed the criminals with formidable ad-
versary traits while portraying Di Renjie as an advocate of scientific methods and objective evidence. This not only mirrors the innovat-
ive aspects of Western detective fiction but also echoes the cultural ideals of Western rationalism and heroism. This indicates that the
novel had already begun a preliminary transformation under the influence of Western detective fiction before the introduction of the
Sherlock Holmes series of detective novels to China. However, influenced by the "Chinese learning as the foundation, Western learn-
ing for practical application" ideology of the Self-Strengthening Movement at the time, The Four Astonishing Cases of Wu Zetian's Era
did not fully accept the ideology of Western medicine nor draw on the chracteristics of Western detective novels, and still retains some
characteristics of traditional detective fiction and adheres to certain traditional ideological concepts.
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